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Our leaders were born with the leadership instinct called backbone.  
They developed their funny bones and wishbones through experience.        

Adapted from a quote by Elaine Agather,  
Chairwoman, Dallas Region, JP Morgan Chase Bank  and  avid gardener. 

Surviving the pandemic has not been easy, but all of us working together have 
kept the District func oning and its members engaged. Thank you our Club 
Presidents, the District 8 Board and Commi ee Chairs for your efforts. 
 

Shown descending the stairway:  
Top:  Anne e Kuhn-3rd Ass’t. Le  to right: Debbie Adams-Treasurer and Carol 
Hasselback-Recording Secretary; Le  to right: Dorothy Romanczuk– Corresponding 
Secretary, Grace Lucas-2nd Ass’t, and Dorothy Julius– 1st Ass’t.  Front center: District 
Director Nancy Kalieta.  
 

In the Centerpiece, we celebrate and acknowledge our District 8 Presidents. 
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The next best part of being district director is learning new things and
trying new things.  I have been challenged by speakers, Zoom courses,
state mandates, and floral design classes.  I had to step out of my comfort
zone to participate.  But that was okay because to quote another deep
thinker, Winnie the Pooh, “What if I fall?  Oh, but what if I fly?”
Sometimes I fell and sometimes I flew. And I learned from both.

CS Lewis said, “Hardships often prepare ordinary people for an
extraordinary destiny”.  If that is true, Covid has prepared us for an
exceptional destiny.  My faith rests in Grace Lucas and her team to lead us
out of these dark times and into a better, brighter future starting in April.
Hang in there – history has taught us that this horrible time will end.

I cannot believe this will be my last Director's
Message. The two years have flown by.  I can
look back with fond memories of the trips to the
Royal Botanical Gardens and the Philadelphia
Flower Show.  I enjoyed shopping at the club
flower sales and seeing the beautiful creations
exhibited at the various flower shows.
Installations and holiday parties gave me a chance
to really talk to our members. Looking back, I
realize that the best part of being district director is the people I met.   My
time spent with other flower lovers has been the best part of my term as
director.  Covid has robbed me of the chance to spend my last year doing
the part of being district director I loved best – spending my time with
people. I have missed that interaction and will miss it when I am no longer
director. But, to quote Dr. Seuss “Don't cry because it's over, smile
because it happened”.

Going forward, we are going to have our February meeting by Zoom.
I would like to have a speaker first and then a business meeting.  If you
have never “zoomed”, I will be sending out directions at the beginning of
February through the club presidents.  Hope you can join us.  Being the
eternal optimist, I am hoping that we can meet in person in April.  I would
like the new board to have their “moment in the spotlight”. A decision
will be made before the March 25 deadline for reservations.  Stay tuned
and keep your fingers crossed.

th

As I look back, being district director during a pandemic was not what
I expected but I kept my goal in mind – to keep the district strong, to
make our members feel like important members of our organization, and
to have fun.  I hope I met my goal.  Stay safe and stay healthy.
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Nancy Kalieta, Director

Director’s Message



Figure 8Page 4 www.gardenclubsofwny.com

To the staff of the Figure 8 for helping me to create such an

informative and interesting publication that led to the phrase

“Read the Figure 8”.

To Judy Cavagnaro, Adrienne Pasquariello, and the 12 clubs who

decorated the TR Site to add beauty to a bleak time in our lives.

Diana Szczepanski for handling the annual Vision of Beauty

calendar sale.

Sharon Low for continuing to collect money for World Gardening

from clubs that were not even meeting.

Barbara Brant for organizing a successful wreath sale.

All the club presidents who worked hard to keep their clubs

functioning through the pandemic.
The Section Chairmen who cajoled their clubs into “reporting

something” during 2020.
The Committee Chairmen who tried to carry out their

responsibilities as usual despite uncertain times.

When you can’t be there in person, Mischler’s delivers.
Like us on

Facebook
for our latest updates.

118 South Forest Road, Williamsville, NY 14221  716.632.1290

OVER 100 VARIETIES OF

Succulents        Terrarium Plants
Houseplants - Bonsai

 mischlersflorist.com 

Remember Your Valentine
February 14th

Remember Your Valentine
February 14th

TIP of the HAT

with THANKS & APPRECIATION
From Nancy Kalieta to:

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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Creative Thinking
Meets COVID-19

I'm sure you will agree that we are more than tired of the many
restrictions associated with this pandemic, but with some creative thinking
and adaptability our district is thinking outside the box in regards to flower
shows. As you will note in this publication, Plantasia has been cancelled
again for this year and you would think, “Well, there goes another flower
show!” However, thanks to our creative and forward thinking members, they
have come up with a virtual show; yes, a VIRTUAL FLOWER SHOW.
Wow! Check out the schedule in this issue; get those plants and designs
ready; snap a photo and send it off over the internet. Make sure to follow the
instructions and you may be eligible to win some money to cover the price of
some new plants for your summer garden or maybe just a “cheer me up”
bouquet for yourself or a friend.

From the Editor’s
DESK

Linda
Blyth

by

Floral Photo Help
Annette Kuhn has been organizing Floral Photos for months and she is

ready to turn it over to a new volunteer.  If you have Power Point on your
computer, Annette will show you how to download the pictures, add
captions, and convert to a PDF file. She assures me that this is not difficult.
If you are willing to continue this great project, please contact Nancy
(nancyk212@aol.com) or Annette (akuhn43@yahoo.com).
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Special Dietary Requests (Vegetarian, Gluten Free, Dairy Free, etc.)

10:00am Business Meeting
12:00pm Luncheon - $27.00 per person

OR Oven Roasted Salmon with lobster dill cream sauce

9:00am Registration (coffee and tea)

March 25, 2021.

The Table Design Theme: In honor of Dyngus Day which is celebrated on
April 5 in 2021, please use pussy willows in your table design. Also,

please include the colors of yellow and purple in your centerpieces.  Place
your design in the center of your table by 10:30 a.m. for judging.

Peoples' Choice Awards will be presented.

MENU

All entrées include Caesar Salad, Twice Baked Potato, String Beans,
Rolls and Butter, Rice Pudding, Coffee/Tea

David R. Clark, Certified Nursery and Landscape Professional will be our
guest speaker.  He will be talking about gardening/horticultural matters.

Chef's choice with information due to Debbie Braun no later than

Entrée Choices:  Chicken Casino – with bacon and bell pepper cream sauce

Eighth District

SPRING MEETING

& LUNCHEON

Thursday, April 8th, 2021
The Columns Banquets

2221 Transit Road • Elma, New York 14059

REGISTRATION FORM
Spring Meeting and Luncheon Thursday, April 8, 2021

Registration Deadline is March 25, 2021
1.Make one check from each Club payable to “8th District FGCNYS”

2. List names of those attending and their menu choices
3. Forward check and information to:

Debbie Braun, 99 Pheasant Run, Lancaster, NY 14086

CLUB NAME:

NUMBER ATTENDING:

CLUB PRESIDENT:

LIFE MEMBERS:

Email: dlfb2@msn.com(preferred) Phone: 462-3659

(Please specify if they wish to sit at the Life Member Table.)

********************************************************************
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Horticulture
Happy Houseplants

By now we have all switched
from gardening outdoors to trying
to keep our indoor plants alive and
thriving.  Luckily, you don't need a
green thumb to grow most
houseplants, but you do need to
follow a few guidelines.

Most will agree that some plants
are easier to grow than others.
Suggested plants include:
Sanseviera (snake plant), succulents
like jade or cacti, chlorophytum
comosum (spider plant), and the
rubber tree. Three newer, colorful,
easy plants you may want to try are
a philodendron called 'Birkin' with
very white variegated leaves,
Chinese evergreen Aglaonema
'Golden Fluorite' has golden green
leaves with a flush of pink and
dracaena 'Harvest Moon' which has
long yellow with bright green
foliage.

Tips for Care to Keep them
Thriving
1. Learn to tell when plants are
thirsty by checking the weight of
the pot or poking 2” into the soil.
2. Under watering is better than
over watering!  Plants need less in
the winter months.
3. Different plants = different light.
Assess YOUR home.

5. Control humidity and air flow.
Mist dry air, consider a fan if very
humid.

Up for a challenge? These
houseplants require more/different
care. How about a phalaenopsis
orchid which needs a “resting”
period between blooming?
Elephant ear is beautiful but the
stalks need to be kept full of water
and Boston and bird's nest ferns
need misting and/or high humidity.
Neoregelia 'Guacamole' is a new
addition to the stunning bromeliads.
A little more work but certainly
worth it!

Before you know it, it will be
spring and we will be back in our
Outdoor gardens.

4. Monitor the temperature.  Best

for day 65-75, and night 55-65

Terry Filipiak, Chair
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Cornerstone Manor
Sandra Patrick, Chair

They do request prayers.

Cornerstone Manor has cancelled all
donations/volunteering and any other interaction with

them until further notice due to the coronavirus.

WORLD

GARDENING

WORLD

GARDENING
Sharon Low, Chair

Reminder:  Despite the Covid 19 pandemic, District 8 is still sending
donations to World Gardening.  Checks should be made payable to

FGCNYS and sent to:
Sharon Low, District Chair 8

5251 Bronson Dr.
Lewiston, NY 14092.

Please mention in the memo section where the donation should go,
either Water for South Sudan or Dig Deep.

February 26, 2021 is the deadline for submissions to appear in

Nancy Kalieta given by Maria Gerbracht

Marie Nadolny given by Maria Gerbracht

David Truby given by Evans Garden Club
Judy Tucholski-Zon given by Maria Gerbracht
Judy Tucholski-Zon given by Dorothy Julius

With Appreciation:

Marie Nadolny given by Dorothy Julius

the spring issue.  Honor Roll awards will be given out at the
spring district meeting.

In Remembrance:

With Appreciation:

In Remembrance:

Terry Skura, Chair
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Hemlocks have a wide growing
light range tolerating from sun to
shade. They prefer acid soil that is
slightly moist. In nature they often
grow along woodland streams or in
large stands of moist woods. The
Adirondacks is noted for its hemlock
forests.

The eastern hemlock has a huge

role in supporting the ecosystem. Its
branches offer shelter and nesting
sites for many bird species. The seeds
from its cones provide food for birds
and small mammals.

Our native eastern hemlock (Tsuga
canadensis) is my favorite native
conifer. Its graceful beauty,
adaptability, and tenacity at being
able to hold itself onto ravine walls is
a source of wonder. The fact that the
needles stay dark green all year adds
to their beauty. Dr. Donald Leopold,
author of Native Plants of the
Northeast says,” There is no more
graceful looking tree at any age in
Eastern North America.”

http://ulster.cce.cornell.edu/envirom
ent/invasive-pests/hemlock-woolly-
adelgid

This is not a small tree. It can
attain a height of 60-80 feet
sometimes reaching 100 feet high.
Their width is 25 to 40 feet. Hemlock
needles are quite small, about ½ inch.
They are deep green on top and
lighter green underneath with 2
parallel silver/white bands. For such a
huge conifer their cones are very
small, ¾ if an inch long, and egg
shaped. The cones look like small
ornaments dangling down from the
branches. Hemlocks are slow
growing but long lived, reaching
maturity in 250–300 years!

The common name "hemlock"
was reportedly given because the
crushed foliage smells a little like that
of the poisonous herb hemlock,
which is native to Europe. The root
system of this species is shallow,
making the tree vulnerable to ground
fires, drought, and wind.

Unfortunately, there is an invasive
pest, the hemlock wooly adelgid
(HWA), related to aphids, that is
decimating native hemlocks
throughout the eastern US. It doesn't
survive in winter temperatures below
0 degrees, so our cold weather has
helped prevent it from being
widespread here. However, now that
we are experiencing warmer winters,
we are seeing the adelgid in WNY
and the Adirondacks. This could be
an environmental disaster. Oddly, the
HWA is most visible in winter when
the HWA covers itself with a waxy
white coating that is easily visible on
the underside of the branches where
the needles contact the branches. If
you have hemlocks be sure to keep an
eye out for these bugs during the
winter. For more information go to:

Lyn Chimera,
Lessons From Nature

Arboriculture
The Stately Hemlock
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Plan your Spring, Summer and Fall “Teas” now

Call (716) 992-9456 for more information

Mary Jane Bolo
Master Gardener

9998 Clarksburg Rd., Eden, NY  14057
The Lord’s Garden

We all are hopeful that there will be an Erie County Fair this year.
For the Flower Show we are keeping the theme we were going to use in
2020 which is .
Various places that are unique to the United States are reflected in the
class titles. Anyone who signed up for a class in April, 2020 will be
contacted this spring to see if they would like the same class or not
before we open it up to the general membership.

“Discover America….from Sea to Shining Sea”

The same will go for the four outdoor fair gardens.  Lancaster GC,
Hamburg GC, Evans GC and Ken-Sheriton GC will be contacted in the
spring to see if they would like the garden for 2021. Other clubs that are
interested in doing one of the gardens, if there are openings, please notify
Debbie Braun at dlfb2@msn.com and you will be put on the wait list.

Mark your calendars for the sign up date which will be Monday, April
19th at 10am at the Fair Event Center.

The fair schedule information will be sent out to club Presidents and
placed on the District website early next year. We will notify club
Presidents by email when it is on the website so they can notify their
members.

We look forward to a fantastic Erie County Fair flower show in
August!
If you have any questions/concerns, please contact Debbie Braun at 462-
3659 or dlfb2@msn.com (preferred).

by Debbie Braun and Monica Hansen, Fair Superintendents
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Jeannie Burke is a member of Hamburg House and Garden Club and serves
as Meeting Coordinator on the District Board. She retired from Bell Atlantic
(Verizon) after 32 years. From 2012-2018 she served as either a Director or
Superintendent in the Creative Arts Building in the role of a committee
person or flower show chairman.   Jeannie is an Accredited NGC Flower
Show Judge who was given the opportunity to judge at the Philadelphia
Flower Show in 2018.  Living on 7 acres in Sardinia has given her the room
to grow many different types of gardens including a woodland garden with
many varieties of Hosta, Heuchera, Astilbe and Ferns. Being an animal lover,
living in the country has also allowed her to get involved in rescuing
Rottweilers and cats. Other passions include motorcycling, skiing and
watching football. Visiting her 2 children and 5 grandpeeps down South
several times a year has earned her the nicknames of GramCracker and
GramaBama. Visiting them also gives her the opportunity to study, cut and
dry southern plant material to use for floral design.  She was a member of the
National Ski Patrol and still enjoys teaching friends and family how to ski.
Being part of a large military family, she has helped raise money for
wounded warriors by serving for 3 years as Chairman for the Wounded
Warrior Project Golf Tournament sponsored by the Telephone Pioneers.

Babbidean Urban Huber is a member of Forest Stream Garden Club and
was District VIII Director from 2005-2007. She is a Master Gardener, NYS
Horticulture Judge, National Landscape Design Consultant, and past Board
Member FGCNYS and National Garden Clubs. Babbidean was the Chairman
of the 2012 National Convention held in Buffalo, NY which hosted 999
registrants from North and South America. She is a registered/ licensed
Physical Therapist and has taught water exercise classes at the Buffalo
Psychiatric Center for 31 years. She is an avid volunteer - school, church and
politics (board member of B&EC Botanical Gardens, past president of
Amherst Republican Women, and Eucharistic Minister at Sisters Hospital).
She is a mother of 4 and “Nanna” for 13 grandchildren. Her most fulfilling
“volunteer” position is being a grandparent and helping out whenever she
can.She believes “Each day given to us is important and should be lived as
such”.

To see an eagle soaring in the sky is a sight to behold. In Native American
culture the eagle is considered the strongest and bravest of all the birds in the
sky. They are believed to carry messages from earth to the Great Spirit. The
eagle represents leadership, authority and wisdom. Both ladies highlighted
are accredited judges and have earned our respect and honor for their
dedication to the National Garden Clubs. Thank you for all you do.

TREASURES IN
OUR GARDENS

By: Dorothy Julius

January - March 2021
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We have all enjoyed the horticultural expertise and creativity of District 8

members over the past several months with the weekly Floral Photos.  Let us

take that energy to our Virtual Flower Show, and celebrate Spring 2021!

District 8 Judges Council members were disappointed to learn 2021's

“Plantasia” was canceled for the second time due to COVID-19. We are

determined to provide a forum for District members' creativity and

horticultural achievement nonetheless. We proposed taking our springtime

flower show on-line, and our District Director, Nancy Kalieta enthusiastically

agreed.

Horticulture entries are similar. All entries will be container-grown plants

in containers of maximum 12” diameter.  Submit two photos per exhibit – one

view from the front, and one view from overhead – both against a neutral

background.  E-mail the photos to Susan Loughran. The subject line of the e-

mail should be “Virtual Show/Hort/Class 4”, or whichever Class is correct.

The e-mail contents should include your two photos, your name, the

appropriate binomial name of the plant, and your Garden Club name. There is

a limit of one entry per person per Horticulture Class.

This issue of Figure 8 contains the schedule for our first-ever Virtual Flower

Show. It is important to note that our National Garden Clubs organization does

not recognize virtual flower shows as vehicles to distribute their Top Exhibitor

Awards. The format and judging criteria for an NGC show is familiar to us, so

we are using the NGC format and system of awards.  Exhibits and awards

received from this virtual flower show will not be eligible for gaining judging

or exhibiting credentials from NGC.  However, Judges Council is offering cash

awards in place of the NGC Top Exhibitor Awards – an attractive alternative.
How do you enter this show?  If you would like to create a design, call

Design Chairman Kathy Massing to make a reservation. Assemble your

design at home, and photograph it from the front, as if you were viewing it at a

flower show.  E-mail your photo to Susan Loughran at

sjloughran@hotmail.com. The subject line of your e-mail should be “Virtual

Show/Design/Class3”, or whichever Class you enter. The body of your e-mail

should include your photo, your name, a list of plant material used in your

design, and your Garden Club name. Photos will be accepted over a two-week

period from March 1 until March 15. You may create your design any time

before or during that period, as long as the photo is sent at the appropriate

time.  How convenient!

All entries must be received by 11:59 pm on March 15, 2021.  Exhibits will

be judged on Zoom by District 8 Flower Show Judges March 16-17. The show

should be available for viewing on the District 8 website as of March 18.

A Socially-Distant Flower Show
by Mary Brummer
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I was a bit over-protective of the plants for a while.  But now they were
growing quickly, getting leggy, and really needed to be planted in the ground.
Forest Stream Garden Club maintains the garden at The Meeting House on
Main Street in Williamsville.  Our club felt this would be the appropriate place
to plant the sunflowers, although we had no idea what variety of sunflower they
would turn out to be.

After each assault, I'd say aloud, "C'mon, Lois, work with us here!"

When spring arrived, I was anxious to plant the seeds. Hopeful, I started
twelve seeds in individual pots. All twelve sprouted and looked very hearty!
All was well, and they had reached a height of a few inches.  One day I went
outside to check on them, only to find that most had been nibbled on by critters.
Even after getting severely cropped, eight of the twelve plants survived and
were still able to grow.

One day, two club members were at the garden, watering and weeding.  One
mistook it for a weed and was ready to pull it out.  Fortunately, the other
member knew what it was, and stopped her in time. The sunflower was spared!

That one remaining sunflower grew to be a glorious, huge variety.  It
delighted pedestrians and those traveling on Main Street through the Village of
Williamsville this summer. As the fall months approached, the lovely yellow
petals faded, and the center grew heavy with seeds, measuring a robust and
swollen 20 inches across.

Forest Stream Garden Club had one of our dear members, Lois Weinstein,
pass away last year.  Lois had done much for the club over the years, and was
well known for her love of gardening. As a remembrance, her family gave
small packets of sunflower seeds to visitors that had stopped by to offer
condolences.

The plant grew and got firmly established.  But the challenges were still not
over for this plant.  On another occasion, we found that all the leaves on the
bottom 3 feet of the plant had been eaten! Yet, in spite of this, the plant kept
growing taller and taller, and taller.

I decided it was time to cut our sunflower down.  I went to The Meeting House
prepared with tools to do so. While I was watering other plants, a young
woman jogging down Main Street made a point to stop her run long enough to
comment on how much she loved seeing that sunflower. You know, I didn't
have the heart to cut it down that day.  Once again, the sunflower was spared.

The weather was changing and the sunflower finally was felled, but this
tenacious plant had certainly brought us much joy. Throughout the spring,
summer, and fall, that garden was visited by club members who faithfully
watered, weeded, and deadheaded.  I strongly suspect that maybe our garden
angel WAS working alongside of us, too.

But all did not go well. After getting planted in the garden at The Meeting
House, critters again feasted on the plants.  Of the eight, only ONE plant
remained.

Do you believe in GARDEN ANGELS?
by Joyce Barbalato



Eileen Bieter, Co 
President with  
Cindy Zaborowski, 
Cheektowaga GC 

Co-Presidents: Linda Blyth and 
Jolaine Houghton,  
Kenmore Garden Club 

Beverly Smith,  
Fredonia Garden Club 

Evelyn Mietlowlski and Eleanor Wolford   
Co-Presidents  - Amherst Garden Club 

Diane Wolfe, deceased, 
Ken Sheriton GC 

Janice Frasier,   
Amana Garden Club 

Nancy Kryszczuk 
Hamburg House & Garden 

Nancy Pankow… 
Southtowns Gardeners 

Camera shy:  Judy Wilcox & Nancy Kohler-Bud ‘n Bloom; Michele Di Chris na-Cinderella Isle; 
Margaret Morris-East Aurora; Rose Mary Madejski-East Park;   

Sue Goeckel & Liza Mitchell-Forest Stream     

Centerpiece Left 

Mixing one’s wines, may be a mistake, b



Bowmansville Garden Club Advisory Board: L. 
to R.Mary Ann Biondo, Judy Visco and  
Adrienne Pasquariello 

Sister Act: Sisters Jenny Friedman and 
Debbie Braun, Co-Presidents  
Lancaster Garden Club 

Deborah Adams       and     Paula Gober, 
Co-Presidents, Hamburg Garden Club 

LuAnn Burghardt, 
Countryside Garden 
Club of Elma 

Marlene Sullivan 
Eden Study Group Ellie Foster,  Orchard Park 

Garden Club 

Joan Gillespie, 
Youngstown Garden Club 

Miriam Oster 
Evans Garden Club 

Centerpiece Right  

Camera shy: Cathi Ullenbruch-Garden Club of the Tonawandas; Tammy Schmidt-Holland;  
Sharon Low-Lewiston;  Pa y Idzik-Jamestown; Kathy Humphrey-Smallwood;   

Joy Sarkisian-Town & Country 

but leadership and wisdom mix admirably.  
adapted from Bertolt Brecht 
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Submit photos (front and top views) of each plant against a neutral
background.

two

Show Chairman: Annette Kuhn (716) 913-1179

Design Chairman: Kathy Massing (716) 689-2084
EMAIL: kathysgarden155@gmail.com

Entry days:  March 1, 2021 at 9:00 am until March 15, 2021 at 11:59 pm

Contact the Design Chairman if you want to make a reservation for a design

Exhibits will be judged March 16-17, and the show will be published on the
District 8 website as of March 18, 2021

EMAIL: akuhn43@yahoo.com

or the Show Chairman if you need more information

DIVISION I: HORTICULTURE “Green House”
Eligible for the “Green Thumb” Division Award ($25.00)
Eligible for “Best in Class” Awards ($10.00)

E-mail photo entries to Susan Loughran at sjloughran@hotmail.com

Subject line of e-mail is “Virtual Show/ Hort/ Class ___”.  In e-mail, include
exhibitor's name, correct binomial name of exhibit, and exhibitor's Garden Club
name.
Limit one entry per Class.
Section A: “ ”Lovely Leaves
Container plant grown for foliage.  Maximum diameter of container 12”

CactusClass 2:
PhilodendronClass 3:

Class 4: Any succulent other than Cactus

BegoniaClass 1:

Class 5: Any Other foliage plants

Container plants grown primarily for flowers and must be in bloom.  Maximum
diameter of container 12”.

Section B: “Flowering Delights”

Saintpaulia, African Violet, small and miniature sizesClass 8:

Class 10: Any Other flowering plant
Any other Gesneriad (Gloxinia,Class 9: Streptocarpus, etc.)

OrchidClass 6:
Class 7: Saintpaulia, African Violet, standard size

continues on next page

Notice to all 8th District Garden Club Members!!!
Judges Council will sponsor a Virtual Flower Show

“ ”Life in the Virtual World



Page 17www.gardenclubsofwny.comJanuary - March 2021

Quality floral products, creative
designs, friendly and 

personalized customer service
These are the trade marks of

 our business
Since 1980

2195 Kensington Ave.
Snyder, NY

In the Snyder Court Plaza
716-839-2033

flowers from...

www. t r i l l i umf l o ra l . c om

We specialize in Foliage, Herbs and Cacti

Azaleas, Tulips, Mums,
Lilies, Hyacinths & many

more �owering plants
for Easter

Open Year Round

(716) 822-9298

2722 Clinton Street
West Seneca (Gardenville), NY 14224

Designer's Choice of Floral Design style staged in a space 20” long x 20” wide
x 30” high.  Exhibitor to provide background panel and underlay. (20” x 30” is
standard size of Dollar Store foam panel.) 4 reservations

Eligible for “Best in Class” Awards ($10.00)
Note: All Designs must be composed of fresh and/or dried or treated dried
plant material and other components.
Submit one photo of design from front of exhibit (shown at eye level for Petite
Designs).  Exhibitor to provide background and underlay.

Class 2: “A Brighter Tomorrow”

Subject line of e-mail is “Virtual Show/Design/Class ____” In e-mail, include
exhibitor's name, a list of plant material used in the exhibit, and exhibitor's
Garden Club name.
Class 1: “All by Myself”

A Petite Design that must approach but not exceed 5” in height, width and
depth.  Exhibitor to provide background and underlay. 4 reservations
Keep Class 4: “Reaching Out”

DIVISION II:  DESIGN “Creative Quarantine”

A Petite Design that must approach but not exceed 12” in height, width, and
depth.  Exhibitor to provide background and underlay. 4 reservations

Eligible for the “Design Diva” Division Award ($25.00)

Class: 3: “Zoom In”

A Functional Tray for One Table Design with decorative unit. The designer
has freedom to choose Traditional or Creative style.  Exhibitor provides tray
and underlay. 4 reservations

“Life in the Virtual World”, continued from previous page
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Many of the respite program volunteers send bi-monthly notes to the
guests and their families. But this very caring EAGClub member not
only purchased these ten wreaths, decorated and gave them to each of
the loved guests who attend the respite program, but she personally calls
the caregivers every month and also sent a special greeting for
Thanksgiving using the EAGC Greeting Card fundraiser cards.

Baker UM Church sponsors a bi-

monthly, free community respite group for individuals with some form

of dementia. These groups are social programs that provide

companionship, active engagement, snacks, meals and exercise, allowing

them to connect with others facing similar struggles. The program also

provides time for care partners to relax, re-charge and refresh. There are

many of these programs throughout the WNY areas, many housed in

Churches, for they have the ideal setup. Although, since Covid-19 has

hit, the programs have abruptly stopped due to age and ability to keep

the loved ones healthy & safe.

Many kudos to Sue Toft for her participation in the dementia respite
program, but also for her support of Garden Club fundraisers!!!
The respite group programs are always looking for volunteers. Watch the
East Aurora Advertiser for when this program begins again in East
Aurora. If anyone is interested in volunteering in any of the respite
programs in WNY areas, contact Baker UM Church for more info.

East Aurora Garden Club member,

Sue Toft, recently purchased eleven

wreaths through the 8 District

Wreath Sale. Sue will use one of the

wreaths to adorn her front door…

But the remaining ten wreaths were

decorated by Sue and two friends.

They will be given to attendees of the

dementia respite program that meets

at Baker Memorial United Methodist

Church in East Aurora.

th

Sue Toft, Martha McDevitt and Amy Stanton

Wreaths from 8th District Sale
Purchased for Dementia Program Families
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continues on next page

2019 - 2020

District Awards
YB-1 Yearbooks by Region – (100-299) Orchard Park GC

East Aurora GC
Hamburg GC

Orchard Park GC

CENTRAL ATLANTIC REGION AWARDS

FGC OF NEW YORK STATE, INC. AWARDS
2019-2020 CLUB RECOGNITION AWARDS

Kenmore GC
Lewiston GC

Orchard Park , First PlaceGC

Countryside GC of Elma Holland GC

Evans GC Orchard Park GC
Eden Garden Study Club Lewiston GC

2019-2020 PRESS BOOK AWARDS

Town & Country GC Smallwood GC

2019-2020 YEARBOOK AWARDS
Class 2 1st – Bowmansville GC

2nd – Evans GC HM - Eden GC

East Aurora Kenmore GC

Class Six 1st - Orchard Park GC 3rd - East Aurora GC

Extra Large Club Category:

2019-2020 WORLD GARDENING CONTRIBUTION AWARDS

Youngstown (largest contribution)GC

DISTRICT 8 JUDGES COUNCIL AWARDS

Bowmansville GC Hamburg GC

#1 – T.R. Allan Memorial Award for Excellence in Horticulture
Carol Slawienski     Orchard Park GC

#3 – Design Excellence Award - $25.00
Mary Ann Schubert      Orchard Park GC
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Tre Ann Thom – Kenmore GC

1st place - Town and Country GC

1 place – East Aurora – Kathie Swinamer
st

GC

#14B(2) – Photography - Design – (Creative) - $25.00

#6 – Alys Freer Smith Creativity Design - $25.00

#5 – Design Excellence Award for a Table Exhibit - $25.00

Dorothy Julius – Lancaster GC

Nancy Kalieta – Hamburg House and Garden

#14A Photography – Horticulture Specimen - $25.00

- Nancy Kalieta

2nd place - Holland GC

3rd place - Cinderella Isle GC

4th Place - Amherst GC

Class IV 45-69 members Kenmore GC1st place -

2 place – Ken-Sheriton – Diane Wolfe
nd

GC

#11 – Club Newsletter

DISTRICT 8 AWARDS

3 place – Hamburg – Carol Meetze
rd

GC

#14C – Photography – Landscape - $25.00

Dorothy Romanczuk – Hamburg GC

Marie Nadolny for all her help with exhibit

Class II - 20-29 members

#14B(1) – Photography - Design (Traditional) - $25.00

5th Place - South Towns Gardeners

2nd place - Hamburg GC

YEARBOOKS - Kathy Massing

#10 – Garden Therapy

#9 – Historic Preservation – Involvement in an Historic site
Joyce Barbalato – Forest Stream GC

Dorothy Romanczuk - Hamburg GC

Tre Ann Thom – Kenmore GC

Tre Ann Thom – Kenmore GC

#16 – Youth Recognition -  - $10.00

Dorothy Romanczuk – Hamburg GC

Class V 70-99 members East Aurora GC1st place -

Class III  -30-44 members Bowmansville GC1st place -

District Awards, continued from previous page

continues on next page
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Shelly Gerovac Cindy Miranda Carol Lee Zimmer

Patricia Moren

Students who completed the first session only (Sept. 28, 2019)

Hamburg House & Garden - Rear windows HM

East Aurora - doorway to   2 floor 1st place
nd

GC

Hamburg - Rotating exhibit room 1st placeGC

Kenmore GC Lancaster GC Town and Country GC

East Park GC - Visitor Center Entry 2nd place

Lenora Henson;  Deputy Director/Curator

Diane Aberte Susan Goeckel Margaret Novara

T R SITE VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS AWARDS
Judy Cavagnaro and Adrienne Pasquariello, Co-Chairs

Lancaster - Gallery Piano/Tree 1st placeGC

Cinderella Isle - Landing 2nd placeGC

Ken-Sheriton - North Hall 2nd placeGC

Forest Stream - Front Hall HMGC

Smallwood - Morning room 2nd placeGC

Orchard Park - Restored Dining Room 1st placeGC

Kenmore - Exploration room HMGC

Bowmansville - Gallery Windows 1st place
t

GC

HONOR ROLL GRANTS – Terry Skura, Chairman

JUDGES COUNCIL CREATIVE FLORAL ART STUDIO
Mary Brummer Chair

Students who completed both sessions

Debbie Adams Donna Henning Miriam Oster

Mary Ann Agnello Dororthy Julius Patricia Peterson

Jody Bailey Nancy Kalieta Marilyn Smith

Catherine Barthel Marliese Kothe Joanne Styn

Carol Boyd-Simcoe Darcy Krull Joan Sutton

Danielle Dezik Kari Lipinski Diane Wolfe

Julianne Drake Mary Fran Lovelace Doris Zatlukal

Janet Evert Grace Lucas Lily Zendano

District awards, continued from previous page
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Erie I Melissa Marcus, Section Chair
Cinderella Isle GC(President Michele Di Christina)

.

With the aid of our more
“with it” members of our club we have experienced a zoom meeting. We are now
in the process of reimagining safe meetings in the future

Ken-Sheriton GC (Annette Kuhn, Program Chair) There will be no meeting in
January. The following programs are tentative. In February we will attend a stained
glass workshop at Gleam & Glimmer Stained Glass Studio, where we will make
our own sun catcher. In March we will have a Flower Design workshop -
“Decorative Wood used as Line".
Erie III Dorothy Romanczuk, Section Chair

Erie II Louise Hennings, Section Chair
Kenmore GC (Linda Blyth & Jolaine Houghton, Co-Presidents) There are no
activities planned for January, February or March. Our newsletter editor, Grace
Lucas encourages members to submit light hearted articles, recipes and jokes, and
groups of four members have met for light snacks at the home of willing
participants.

All meetings planned will be dictated by Erie County social gathering guidelines.
Eden Garden Study (President Marlene Sullivan) Meeting 2 Tuesday- 7:00 p.m.
No general meeting in January, but a zoom e-board meeting planning for next
year's program. February's meeting will feature "Medicinal Plants for Home
Gardens" by Sarah Sorci, a Community Herbalist. The installation of officers in
March will be a zoom event because of COVID-19.

nd

GC of the Tonawandas (Cathi Ullenbruch, President) Although our garden club
has not been meeting in person, we have kept in contact through emails and phone
calls.  Our board has met a few times to plan community projects and a special
event.  In September, we celebrated Elinor Deeb's 90 birthday with a “drive by”
party.  Elinor is one of the founding members of our garden club.  She still remains
active today and is a loving and respected mentor to us all. We won't be meeting
January through March but hope to pursue new beautification projects once the
weather improves.

th

East Park CG (President Rose Mary Madejski) Members continue to enjoy each
other's company by meeting in person, in large public buildings with masks and
social distancing. The January meeting will be a planning session for programs for
the year.

Club activities for
January, February, March 2021

continues on next page
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Around the District, continued from previous page

Hamburg GC (Co-Presidents Paula Gober & Debbie Adams) Meeting 2 Wednesday
Noon. January's meeting features Ken Parker on "Native Plants of WNY". Proposed
slate of officers will be presented. The Membership Tea is in February. Master Gardener
Lynn Chimera is speaking on "Pruning' in March. Subject to change because of
COVID-19.

nd

Hamburg House & Garden (President Nancy Kryszczuk) Meeting 4 Tuesday- 7:00
p.m.No meeting in January. February's program speaker Patrick Marren will speak on
"Invasive Plants and Insects and How They Affect our Environment". Mark Carra of
Beaver Meadows will speak on the life of ornithologist and naturalist John Audubon in
March. Subject to change because of COVID-19.

th

Erie IV Lee Schreiner, Section Chair
Amherst GC (Eleanor Wolford, President) Our club got together for a brief board
meeting outdoors at Evelyn Mietlowski's home in November. Everyone wore masks
and brought their own chairs. January's meeting traditionally has been our election of
officers followed by a lunch of homemade soups. This January we are still planning
on having a brief meeting to elect our officers although the location is still unknown.
There are no plans for February or March. We try to keep in touch by email and
phone calls.

Forest Stream GC (President Joyce Barbalato) is honored to receive a citation from
the Eighth District Federated Garden Clubs of NY State for Historic Preservation.
The project was to completely restore the gardens of the Historic Meeting House in
Williamsville.  Forest Stream Garden Club has had an active summer and fall caring
for and nurturing the Historic Meeting House gardens. Sunflower seeds were planted
to honor the memory of Lois Weinstein, former member. (see article in this
newsletter)

Smallwood GC (President Kathy Humphrey) reported that all club members are now
using email. As a result, the club has kept our Circle of Friends together with zoom
meetings in which various members present design programs.  Emails are used to
keep members up to date on club happenings, related community events, local garden
shop events, gardening and design information, as well as and of course
District information. Until the community situation is more certain, no in-person
meetings or events can be planned.  Kathy asks everyone to take care and be safe.

fun shares

Erie V Carol Ottaviani, Section Chair
Bowmansville GC (Executive Board: Adrienne Pasquariello, Judy Visco, & Mary
Montoro Biondo) Currently the club has no plans for Jan., Feb., or March because the
Bowmansville fire hall is not open to the public.
South Towns Gardeners GC (President: Nancy Pankow) No regular meeting in
January. There are no meetings planned for February or March due to covid.

Fall clean-up included some winter and holiday decorations. The winter and spring
months remain uncertain due to the pandemic but we are hopeful we can soon meet
and plan programs to enrich our knowledge of our gardens and community.

Evans GC (President Miriam Oster) Meeting 2 Tuesday- 7:00 p.m.  No meetings in
January, February.  In March, Terry Skura, an NGC Accredited Flower Show judge,
will speak on "Design and What Judges Look For".

nd

Cheektowaga GC (Cindy Zaborowski, President) reported that their club situation
remains unchanged.  No meetings or events can be planned as Cheektowaga
Township directed.  She indicated it is hard keeping in contact with the various
members and chair persons.  For the months of January to Marchwe are in the process
of securing an alternate meeting space.

continues on next page
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Bud n' BloomGC (Judith Wilcox and NancyKohler,Co-Presidents) no report

Amana GC(Janice Frasier, President)will not have a general meeting in January; the
executive board will meet to plan the programs for 2021.Feb 10 the club will meet to
review the program plans for the year.  Mar 10 program is yet to be determined.

Chautauqua Cecilia Bingham, Section Chair

Lancaster GC (Co-Presidents: Debbie Braun and Jenny Friedman) The Christmas
Party/Dinner is scheduled for January 6th at Ripa's Restaurant.  Members are asked to
bring a holiday arrangement to the party. The arrangements will then be voted on for
prizes and exchanged.  Members who bring an arrangement will go home with one.
The next meeting is scheduled for February 10th at St. John's Lutheran Hall.  Dorothy
Julius, club member, will demonstrate "Miniature and Small Arrangements". The
club's March meeting is a Pot Luck Dinner. There will be judging of place settings as
well as a Presentation of Awards and Installation of New Officers. All this is
dependent on the situation with covid.

Niagara I Barbara Stafford, Section Chair
Lewiston GC (President Sharon Low)  Sadly, the Lewiston Garden Club's January
and February meetings have been cancelled because no appropriate location is
available to meet safely.  Hopefully by March it will be possible to resume meetings
for the annual installation of officers. During this winter hiatus President Low will
continue to keep members informed with newsletters, and committees will begin
planning for May's Perennial Sale and June's GardenFest, in the fervent hope that by
that time we will be past the pandemic! Meanwhile the LGC wishes all of our friends
and fellow gardeners a safe and healthy winter!

East Aurora GC(Margaret Morris, President)Happy New Year! We are staying
connected by reactivating our “Sow A Little Bit of Cheer” committee where a
designated team of club members each calls four different club members every week
on a rotating basis so we can all stay in touch until we can physically meet again. In
March we will celebrate a new beginning with the installation of incoming president
Lori Britton.

Orchard Park GC(Ellie Foster, President)
Holland GC(Tammy Schmidt, President)

JamestownGC (Patty Idzik, President) no report
Fredonia GC (Beverly Smith, President) meetings are cancelled

Countryside GC(LuAnn Burghardt, President)

Erie VI Carol Jo Pope, Section Chair

Youngstown GC (President Joan Gillespie) The club's upcoming meetings are
tentative at this writing. If possible, January's meeting would be devoted to planning
programs and committees for the year as well as planning the club's winter fundraiser.
In February the club would be holding their Evergreen fundraiser, but that may have
to be postponed. Youngstown GC's annual dinner and installation of officers is
scheduled for March—but like everything else, who knows? Stay safe, everyone!

Town & Country GC (President Joy Sarkesian) The meeting in January will be a
"planning meeting" for 2021.  Ken Henry will meet with the members in Februaryto
help members with placing their orders for spring planting.  In March, there will be a
workshop on creating"lettuce bowls", guided by members of Mischler's Nursery. All
is dependent on the situation with covid.

Around the District, continued from previous page
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continues on next page

REPORTS OF OFFICERS

Treasurer - Debbie Adams reported that as of 10/12/2020 the total balance in
the Northwest checking account is $11,073.59and the Business Savings
account total is $2,898.57 for a total of all funds at $13,972.18.

The D welcomed guests Babbidean Urban Huber and aun.irector Debbie Br

District Director- Nancy Kalieta called the meeting to order at 10:08 A.M.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Nancy Kalieta.
The Blessing was given by Kathy Massing, Chair of Yearbooks.

Jeannie Burke was appointed Credentials Chair and Nancy Kryszcruk was
appointed Teller.

Recording Secretary - Carol Hasselback thanked Grace Lucas for taking
minutes at the July 9th meeting in her absence.  She asked if there were any
additions or corrections to the minutes of July 9, 2020 as printed in the October
issue of the figure 8. There being no additions or corrections, the minutes were
approved as emailed.

Director - Nancy Kalieta thanked everyone for their cooperation and stressed
the importance of taking part in district meetings. Please read the Figure 8 as it
is the easiest way to learn current events and thoughts. She thanked Annette
Kuhn for posting member's floral pictures. This has been very successful. She
asked if there is anyone who would be interested in taking over this
responsibility. Nancy relayed information from the historian of the Buffalo
State Arboretum as it pertains to District 8.  She asked for a volunteer to do
research on the Arboretum plus other past district activities.

Third Assistant Director - Annette Kuhn announced to send award
applications to her electronically as well as regular mail.

Corresponding Secretary - Dorothy Romanczuk no report.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Figure 8 - Linda Blyth announced the deadline for the next issue.

First Assistant Director - Dorothy Julius no report

Second Assistant Director - Grace Lucas thanked Debbie Braun for making
today's arrangements.

Calendars - Diane Szczepanski read names of participating clubs.

The National Garden Club website listed all the clubs in the country! All of our
specific information has been removed for privacy.  Information can be
obtained through the state website. Information about joining a specific club
can be obtained using the state's email address.

TR Site - in Judy Cavagnaro's absence, her report was read by Nancy Kalieta.
The TR Site decorating times for clubs will be staggered. In the event this year
has to be cancelled, clubs will be notified and all plans will carry over to next
year.
Wreaths - Brant's absence, her report was read by Nancy Kalieta.
The order form is in the Figure 8.

in Barbara

FGCNYS - DISTRICT VIII
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING

Thursday, October 15, 2020
Westwood Park, Lancaster, NY
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Meeting Minutes, continued from previous page

Judges Council - in Mary Brummer's absence, her report was read by Nancy
Kalieta. The District 8 Judges Council met in person in March 2020, but then
did not meet again until September, when meetings were resumed on Zoom
due to the pandemic. The biggest event, the Creative Floral Arts Studio,
originally scheduled for September 2020 was canceled, as they were unable to
guarantee a safe experience for all involved. Judges Counsel is hopeful to host
this in 2021, but the type of program offered will depend on the logistics of
judges meeting regularly in person next year. A Creative Floral Arts Studio will
be offered next fall if the judges are able to prepare of the program in person
during the spring. If they are unable to meet in person in the spring, they may
offer the Basic Floral Arts Studio in the fall. As of now, plans are moving
forward for Plantasia at the Hamburg fairgrounds in March 2021. The theme
and flower show schedule will be the same as last year, and exhibitors that
were signed up for last year's canceled show will have first choice at exhibiting
in 2021. The same plan applies for next year's Erie County F . Judges
Council looks forward to resuming flower shows and design workshops in the
near future.

air

Credential Chair Jeanne Burke reported that letters were sent to 71 members
listing the slate of officers for 2021 to 2023, and explaining the voting
procedure. Statistics on the voting are as follows: 71 members were eligible to
vote; 45/71 voted; 23 votes were needed for a quorum. There are 27 clubs: 9
clubs voted 6 clubs used absentee ballots; 12 clubs chose not to
participate. There are 42 board members: 16 voted in person; 14 used absentee
ballots; 13 chose not to participate. A vote was taken of those present and was
unanimously approved.

in person;

Nancy led a discussion of club activities during Covid lockdown.
Motion to adjourn was made by Debbie Braun and seconded by Eileen Carrier
at 11:42A.M.

NEW BUSINESS

AWARDS

Minutes respectively submitted by Carol Hasselback, Recording Secretary .

Annette Kuhn announced awards for Central Atlantic, FGCNYS, 2019-2020
Press Book, World Gardening Citations for Contributions, Judges Council, TR
Site and District VIII.

The next meeting will be February 2021 - date and time is to be determined.

Kathy Massing announced Yearbook awards.
Nancy Kalieta announced the Directors Citation was given posthumously to
Marie Nadolny. Nancy presented awards to clubs who have increased or
maintained members. She announced Creative Floral Arts Studio participants.
Honor Roll recipients are asked to inform Nancy as to if they are using their
award monies this year or next because of the pandemic.
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Submit your $8.00 per member State dues and your
membership list to the state office by April 1 .

st

Send to Grace Lucas, District Director-Elect, and Myretta
Zimpfer. Membership/Circulation Chair, the name, address,
phone number and email address of your club's 2021-2022
President by April 1 .

st

Update your club's membership and Figure 8 mailing lists and
send $5.00 per member for a hard copy of the Figure 8 to
Myretta Zimpfer by June 1 .

st

Send in your club's registration form for the Spring Luncheon by
March 25 (see ad)

th

March 1-15, 2021 Entries submitted for Virtual Flower Show

March 24-25,2021 Landscape School: Course 4 District 7

February 11, 2021 Winter meeting by Zoom

March 25, 2021 Deadline for reservations for April luncheon

(see schedule)

April 8, 2021 District meeting/luncheon at The Columns

(see article)

April 19, 2021 Fair sign up (see article)

CHECKLIST FOR PRESIDENTS

Calendar Clips
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