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Figure Eight 

The October 2019 District 8 Fall Mee ng and Luncheon Program inspired Judges 
Council designers to interpret famous works of art through crea ve design. The Girl 
with the Pearl Earring is a famous work by Johannes Vermeer. Jeannie Burke, Judges 
Council/Hamburg House & Garden Club member,  was inspired by this work to 
create a memorable Cascade design.  

 See Centerpiece for more informa on and Garden Club doings.  

Genius  ain’t anything more than elegant common sense.  
Josh Billing 
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FIGURE 8 DEADLINES
Deadline for next Figure 8...March 1, 2020

(Articles received after 3/1/20 will be saved for the next issue)
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(Donations as listed)

½ page - Garden Clubs $50 per issue $175 for 4 issues
Other $60 per issue $200 for 4 issues

Full page - Garden Clubs $100 per issue $350 for 4 issues
Other $125 per issue

Back Cover Full Color $50 per issue
2½” wide by 3 inches high at the left side or 1” high x 8 inches long

1/4 page - Garden Clubs $25 per issue $80 for 4 issues
Other $30 per issue $100 for 4 issues
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Grace Lucas has been working on updating the Speaker's List for our
district.  This has been a huge undertaking. If you have a program that is
suitable for garden clubs, please consider getting on this list.  The list is used
by clubs to establish their programs for the year.  See page 18 in this issue
for information to complete and send in.  We hope to put it on our website
and to email it to club presidents as soon as possible.

Our April meeting/luncheon speaker is Elizabeth Licata who is not only the
editor of Buffalo Spree but is also the author of Garden Walk Buffalo.  She is
an avid gardener who has learned some tricks about gardening in our
unique climate.  Her most recent book is 100 Things to do in Buffalo Before
You Die. Should be a great program!

2020.  Wow, it seems like it was last year that we
were worried about changing from 1999 to 2000.
How quickly this time has gone!  I always think
back on all the changes in my life – good and bad –
when we start a new year.   Thankfully, there has
been more good than bad.  I hope all of you can
say the same.  My hope is that 2020 will be a
happy, healthy, successful, and peaceful year for
you.

As I travel around the district, I am constantly surprised by the number of
people who do not know what is going on in the district.  As I said at the
October meeting, the best way to be informed is to read the Figure 8 either
as a paper copy or online.  We have a great publication that's sole purpose is
to keep you informed.  Really, when you think about it - $5.00 a year for 4
paper issues is a bargain.  As director, the Figure 8 is the best way for me to
communicate with you.  I firmly believe that good communication is the key
to making an organization strong.  Please make a point of reading the Figure
8.

The first week in March we will be traveling to the Philadelphia Flower
Show with time to shop and to visit a special mansion.  Again, an
opportunity to learn and to enjoy.  We still have a few spots left.  If you are
interested, contact Grace Lucas (716-874-2377).

I am looking forward to an exciting year for District VIII.  Our February
meeting will begin a year of learning and enjoyment.  Our speaker will
address a topic close to my heart – the environment.  Our learning will be
followed by a fun filled walk through the Gardens.  There is nothing more
enjoyable than being in a warm, humid, green plant environment when it is
cold and white outside.  Plan on joining us.

Director’s Message

Nancy Kalieta, Director
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- Breakfasts included at hotels

- One night stay at SureStay Plus by Best Western in Wilmington, DE

- Admission to the Philadelphia Flower Show

- Tour and included lunch at Winterthur Mansion & Gardens

Tour includes:

- Family style dinner at a local restaurant

Grace Lucas 716-874-2377glucas1@roadrunner.com

Cost: $460.00 double occupancy; $570.00 single occupancy

-One night stay at the Comfort Inn Rockvale, PA

- An evening of shopping at the Rockvale Square Outlet Mall

Deposit of $100.00 due by January 18, 2020

Mail deposit payable to “FGCNYS District VIII” to

Grace Lucas 236 Belmont Ave. Buffalo 14223

with this completed form.

Name: ______________________________________________________

Balance due February 1, 2020

Address: _____________________________________________________

- Tour Manager

____________________________________________________________

Phone number: ________________________________________________

Email address: _________________________________________________

Sharing room with: _____________________________________________

Any ques�ons or concerns, please contact:

-Driver �p

Nancy Kalieta 716-826-7462nancyk212@aol.com

NOTE: This trip will be limited to one bus and does require a fair amount of

walking including walking one block to the restaurant in Philadelphia. Pick up

loca�ons will be determined. This trip will be run as organized; there will not

be any varia�ons allowed.

Philadelphia Flower Show
March 2-4, 2020

Last
Chance
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� Resolve to get out into your garden early to divide and replant your

overgrown perennials.

It's the time of year to make your New Year's resolutions, so why not

make a few regarding your garden and your gardening practices. Here

are a few suggestions:

� Resolve to try a brand new plant in your garden.  Seek out the

current AAS winners.

� Resolve to use more earth friendly methods of eliminating weeds or

bugs in your garden.

� Resolve to visit a different nursery and support some of our

advertisers. Then share that experience with your gardening friends.

Better yet, take them with you!

� Resolve to take the time to sit, share and enjoy what you have

created.

� Resolve to share your divisions with a new gardener.

� Resolve to seek out some perennials that will bloom in your late fall

garden.

� Resolve to invite a new gardener into your garden and share your

vast (…or not so vast) knowledge.

Resolutions

For Your Garden
DESK

Linda
Blyth

From the Editor’s

by

The Lord’s Garden
9998 Clarksburg Rd., Eden, NY  14057

Mary Jane Bolo
Master Gardener

Plan your Spring, Summer and Fall “Teas” now

Call (716) 992-9456 for more information
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FIVE-STAR MEDICARE RATED

FIVE STAR MEDICARE RATED

at  LANCASTER
1818 Como Park Blvd. Lancaster

www.elderwood.com

• SUBACUTE
 REHABILITATION
• CARDIAC
 REHABILITATION
• SKILLED NURSING

Special treat: Any member may attend this meeting and all who
attend the meeting are welcome to visit the Gardens free of charge

When: Thursday, February 13, 2020 10:00 a.m.
Where: Administration Building at the Buffalo

& Erie County Botanical Gardens
Agenda:

10:00 Speaker: Brian Smith
Topic: Recycling and the Environment

11:30 President's Meeting
Hostesses: South Towns Gardeners

10:45 Business Meeting

Request: If you are planning on attending this meeting, please
notify me by email ( ) or phone (826-7462), so
we may have enough chairs set up. Also, please bring your own
mug – less waste. Thanks.

nancyk212@aol.com

Update on February District Board Meeting
at the Botanical Gardens ALL are welcome!

by Nancy Kalieta
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Horticulture
CARING FOR YOUR

CHRISTMAS PLANTS
Terry Filipiak, Chair

Poinsettia- native to Mexico and
named after Joel Robert Poinsett.
Best plants are those with tightly
clustered yellow buds.  Protect
from hot and cold drafts.  Keep the
soil moist but not soggy. Ideal temp
is 70 degrees by day and 60 at
night.  Use an all-purpose
houseplant fertilizer when
watering.  Raise humidity by
misting. Poinsettia can by grown
outdoors during the summer but
bring in before a frost.

Cyclamen persica- needs full light
but not direct sun.  Likes cool, airy
conditions, 45-60 degrees is ideal-
(perhaps near a cool window). Feed
every 2 weeks when in flower.
Never water the corm or cover it
with soil – it will rot.  Does like
misting for humidity.  Likes to stay
in one place, not moved around the
house.

Christmas Cactus
(Schlumbergera) – These plants
must have good drainage, never
standing in water!  An east facing
window is best with ideal temp 55-
70degrees.  After flowering give it a
rest period – cut back on water and
fertilizer.  Also likes to remain in
one spot in the home.  Often grows
for years getting larger each year
and passed down to family
members.

Scarlet-flowered Kalanchoe (K.
blossfeldiana) - needs a cool, bright
window.  Let soil become dry
between waterings.  Water from
the bottom to keep leaves dry.  Can
also be grown in the shade during
the summer and brought in before
a fros .t

Amaryllis (Hippeastrum) - bulb
should be planted 5-6 weeks before
flowers are desired, in moist soil, at
70-75 degrees. Note – there are
Christmas flowering and Dutch
Amaryllis which flower in February.
Once the flower bud is up the pot
can be moved to a cooler part of
the home out of direct sunlight.
Water regularly.  Once blooming,
keeping it at 45-50 degrees at night
will allow flowers to last twice as
long.  Plant can be put outside for
the summer. Afterwards, cut back
foliage, store for 2 months and then
replant.

Christmas Cactus



Figure 8Page 8 www.gardenclubsofwny.com

� Environmental School

� District Flower Show

The other thing I have been thinking about is hosting an
Environmental School in our district that would be open to
anyone who is a member of the FGCNYS.  The mission
statement of this school is to teach environmental literacy to
cherish, protect, and conserve the living earth.  This is a mission
very dear to my heart.  It would consist of four 10-hour sessions
beginning in fall, 2020, then spring and fall of 2021, and ending
in spring, 2022.  You may attend one or all sessions.  We need at
least 25 people to successfully run this school.  Before I put any
more work into it, I need to know if you are interested.  Again
please email me (nancyk212@aol.com) or phone me (826-
7462), if you might be interested in an Environmental School.

I have been asked by a few people if we would ever have a
district flower show.  Many clubs do not have a club show, and
yet we have many talented people who would like to
participate in one. Since we don't want to interfere with
Plantasia (spring) or the Fair (summer), we thought October
(fall) or December (winter/holidays) would be fun.  My
question to you is: Would you be interested in a district show?
If there is enough interest, we would then form a committee to
start the planning process.  If you are interested, please email
me (nancyk212@aol.com) or call me (826-7462) by February 1,
2020.

Future District Endeavors
Nancy Kalieta
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Many of us are aware of the
nutritional value of dandelions as
they are loaded with nutrients and
minerals. It's one of the most
nutrient rich plants you can eat.
Dandelions are more beneficial
than spinach or kale and have been
used in herbal medicines for
centuries. Books have been written
about its medicinal properties. The
taste is slightly bitter like arugula. If
you harvest your own, it's best to
do in early spring as they get more
bitter with age. The greens you buy
are bred for better flavor so that
might be a good way to go.

At the November
meeting of the WNY
Hosta Society there was
a very interesting
speaker, Jack Kowiak.
His topic was Amazing
Backyard Plants. One of
the plants he discussed
was the dandelion. It's
not surprising to know
dandelions are first on the list of
plants people dislike. However,
there are many amazing uses for
this much maligned weed. It is truly
an example of the saying, “The
difference between a weed and a
flower is a state of mind”.

The way the dandelion plant
grows is also amazing. That might
just be a whole different article.

Did you know rubber can be
made from the milky sap in the
dandelion stems? According to Mr.
Kowiak, dandelions helped win
WWII by providing rubber for the
tires of military vehicles. When

rubber from rubber
trees became scarce
scientists looked for
substitutes and
discovered that the
lowly dandelion
(especially the
Russian variety)
produced an excellent
rubber. The allies

used this rubber to keep their
armies running. Currently
companies are looking to the
dandelion again, as a fungus is
attacking many of the rubber trees
in Southeast Asia. Dandelions are
also showing promise as a natural
source of ethanol.

According to Mr. Kowiak
dandelions provide up to 90% of
the food source for bees in early
spring. They can also be used to
forecast the weather. If rain is
coming and the plant has gone to
seed, the head will close around
the fluffy seed ball to protect it and
it will not re-open until the weather
has cleared. In England it's known
as “clock flower” because children
use it to tell when it's time to go
home for dinner. Blowing on the
seed heads tells the time. It takes 1
blow to remove seeds at 1:00, 2 at
2:00, 3 at 3:00 and 4 at 4:00 when
it's time to go home.

DANDELIONS ARE NOT ALL BAD

Arboriculture
Lyn Chimera,
Lessons From Nature



Judges Council of Eighth District FGCNYS will 
sponsor a Standard Flower Show at PLANTASIA 2020  

““Reflections” 

Contact the Design Chairman if you want to make a reservation for a design 
 or the Show Chairman if you need more information  

Eligible for the Award of Horticulture Excellence 

  Eligible for Growers Choice Award 

  Eligible for Growers’ Choice Award 

  Eligible for Arboreal Award
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Eligible for the Design Excellence Award 

Eligible for Designer’s Choice Award 

NOTE: Judges excluded from entering this class

THE 
DESIGNER HAS THE FREEDOM TO CHOOSE TRADITIONAL OR CREATIVE 
STYLE. 

   Eligible for the Petite Award 

THE 
DESIGNER HAS THE FREEDOM TO CHOOSE TRADITIONAL OR CREATIVE 
STYLE
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9:00am Registration (coffee and tea)
10:00am Business Meeting

All entrées include Caesar Salad, Twice Baked Potato,
Beans, Rolls and Butter, Rice Pudding, Coffee/Tea

3.  Forward check and information to:

Debbie Braun, 99 Pheasant Run, Lancaster, NY  14086

Email: dl� @msn.com (preferred) • Phone: 462-3659

(Please specify if they wish to sit at the Life Member Table.)

CLUB NAME:

Entrée Choices:  Chicken Casino with bacon and bell pepper cream sauce
Oven Roasted Salmon with lobster dill cream sauceOR

CLUB PRESIDENT:

12:00pm Luncheon - $25.00 per person

with information due to Debbie Braun no later than April 1, 2020

The Table Design Theme: Birds are returning to our area, so they need housing.
Decorate a bird cage in fresh or dried plant materials and place it in the center

of your table by 10:30am for judging.
Peoples’ Choice Awards will be presented.

NUMBER ATTENDING:

Spring Meeting and Luncheon

Thursday, April 1,  2020 • Registration Deadline is April 1, 2020

***************************************************************************

Any Special Dietary Requests (Vegetarian, Gluten Free,
Dairy Free, etc.) - Chef's choice

We are honored to have Elizabeth Licata, editor of magazine
and author of , as our speaker.

Her topic will be Plant Passions: Tricks, Quirks, and Hard-learned Lessons
from a Cold Climate Urban Gardener. This lecture is not to be missed.

Buffalo Spree
Garden Walk Buffalo

MENU

REGISTRATION FORM

1.  Make one check from each Club payable to “8th District FGCNYS.”

2.  List names of those attending and their menu choices

LIFE MEMBERS:

Eighth District

SPRING MEETING

& LUNCHEON

Thursday, April 16th, 2020
The Columns Banquets

2221 Transit Road • Elma, New York 14059
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For many years Frank has worked in landscaping and gardening at
the Diocesan Cemeteries including Forest Lawn (1972-78), St. Stanislaus as
assistant superintendent, and as Superintendent at Mt. Olivet Cemetery
until he retired in 2005. His son followed in his footsteps and currently is
the Superintendent of the Diocesan Cemeteries. Frank is a member of the
Kenmore Gun Club. He loves gardening, working on train sets and
spending time with his family. He is always willing to help at garden club
functions including selling raffle tickets at the luncheons.

Paul volunteers as an usher at the Lancaster Opera House, the
Musical Fare at Daemen College, and the UB Center of the Arts. He is a
member of the Niagara Frontier Bicycle Club. In his spare time you may
find him at his cabin in the woods in the town of Lyndon planting tree
seedlings from the Cooperative Extension Service on his 12 acre lot.

Frank Enders, a member of Kenmore Garden Club, is married and is
blessed with 4 children, 7 grandchildren and in May will have 14 great
grandchildren. On December 29th Frank and his wife celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary. Frank served his country in the Navy Reserves and
the Army at the NATO Headquarters.

Paul Sprada has been a member of Lancaster Garden Club for 14
years. He has served on and chaired many committees including the Plant
Sale and maintaining the grounds of the club's meeting place, St. John's
Lutheran Church. In 2017 Paul received the Club's Stevie Basinski Service
Award. Paul is married, has two children and one grandson. He served in
the Air Force ROTC at the University of Buffalo. For 35 years Paul worked
as a trainer for Tolls & Traffic Control at the Peace Bridge along with
planting and maintaining the gardens on the grounds. Currently he serves
as a member of the Village of Depew Zoning Board and is interested in the
revitalization of the town of Lancaster.

There is an old saying “The Marines are looking for a FEW GOOD
MEN”. District 8 is very fortunate to have a few good men. The gentlemen
highlighted in this article are always willing to lend a helping hand for their
club and the District. We want to thank you for your service and
dedication to our country, our community and the District.

After his grandson became very ill, Frank started collecting bottles
and cans for “Nickels Conquering Childhood Cancer”. If you would like to
donate your bottles and cans to the cause, please contact Frank at
�e144@yahoo.com or 877-8970. Every nickel counts.

TREASURES IN
OUR GARDENS

By: Dorothy Julius



Figure 8Page 14 www.gardenclubsofwny.com

8th District
HONOR ROLL

In Remembrance:
Linda Funseth from the Holland Garden Club

Christine Hausauer from the Holland Garden Club

Lynn Miller from the Hamburg Garden Club

Janet Schram from Sandra Offhaus

With Appreciation:

the Smallwood Garden Club

Jeanne Burke from Judy Tucholski-Zon

Babbidean Huber from Judith Tucholski-Zon

February 26, 2020 is the deadline for submissions to

appear in the spring issue. Honor Roll grants will be

awarded at the spring district meeting.

Christine Hausauer from Barbara Brant

Maria Gerbracht from Judith Tucholski-Zon

Martha Quinn from the Smallwood Garden Club

Lee Schreiner & from Judith Tucholski-Zon

In Remembrance:

With Appreciation:

Terry Skura, Chair
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Another important thing one can do is to volunteer.  Help
environmental organizations; assist Audubon chapters; evaluate
bird habitats; read and pay attention, write; be a good example.
The bird populations and all humans will function and live a much
healthier life.

I listened to a very enlightening lecture by the Bird
Conservatory that must be shared, as the information is extremely
important.  The topic was “An Inside Look: Priority Climate Work
and the Effect of Climate Change on Bird Populations in the
Americas”.  The study was for the last five years by scientific
groups that compiled 10,000 records and their results.  Climate
change has impacted negatively on 2/3 (389 out of 604) or 76% of
bird species are at risk and may be on the brink of extinction.
Climate Change is a very serious threat.  The scientists mentioned
regional threats as sea level rise; rise in the level of the Great
Lakes; urbanization of land; cropland expansion; false springs;
extreme spring weather; spring droughts; fire and the after-
effects; heavy rains and extreme weather (tornadoes and
hurricanes.)

Birds and humans are very much connected.  Consider the
needs of birds now and in the future!  We can help birds adapt:
healthy forest landscapes are a priority; protect resilient coasts
and tidal islands for shore birds; make transportation changes to
protect the air.  Increase wind and solar energy; develop policies
that protect our environment; write legislators to get policies for
climate change solutions; ask “NOW” for changes;  join or help
Community Gardens; plant and educate others on the planting of
Native Plants (invasive plants do not have insects associated with
them plus they can take over an area); choose to protect bird
habitats and change to native plants as they have certain insects
associated with them that provide food for birds.

(From Zoom presentation 3 Wednesday of November.  Next
one is the 3 Wednesday in December and thereafter.  Contact
Audubon for native plants in your zip code)

rd

rd

by: Marilee Farry

Butterflies
Birds,   Bugs &

CLIMATE CHANGE & BIRDS



           Oct. Nov. Dec. 2019’s Great    

22 East Aurora GC member displayed their 
Charming Succulent Dish Gardens in 
September at the East Aurora Public Library. 
As you can see above there was a tea party 
of succulents and a wagon load as well. 
(above). All plants were grown by club 
members.  
 

Submi ed by Esther Kopp  

Messinger Wildlife Care & Educa on flew 
into Hamburg Garden Club’s October 
mee ng and winged it with a flighty 
presenta on. Shown is handler Judy 
Cresan  and Spirit, a  Harris Hawk.   
 

Picture credit: Deborah Adams 

Le : Kathy Massing (Smallwood GC) used James Jacques 
Joseph Tissot and the pain ng “Lady of Ambi on” for her 
inspira on. Kathy wrote:  This lady just wants to make a 
great entrance into the room and I can just feel her 
excitement as she is on the arm of the old gent.  Kathy 
created a Group Mass design using  pink carna ons, 
snapdragons, gerbera daisies and alstroemeria. 
 

Front cover:  Jeannie Burke’s interpreta on of Girl with a 
Pearl Earring included all dried plant material: Agave leaf, 
Queen Palm inflorescence, Southern Magnolia leaves, Sea 
Oats and Aspidistra leaf. When she was “ really struggling 
to find plant material suitable to begin her Cascade design. 
Something was needed that resembled a face or head ” . 
She came across curled Agave leaf in her garage lo ! “The 
shape was perfect.”  (In Fredonia a few years ago, Jeannie 
came across someone trimming their Agave plant and 
asked if she could have the discarded leaves.  And so the 
masterpiece was begun.  

Bold Strokes of Genius create Floral Masterpieces.  

Centerpiece  Left 



 Moments: Now Fond Memories 

Our prescient leader, 
Nancy Kalieta, gi ed all 
a endees to the October 
2019 District Mee ng & 
luncheon with a 
permanent straw, 
dishwasher safe and 
environmentally friendly.  
Here it is in use replete 
with barista heart. cjpope 

Notable for their 
exper se and 

commitment. Life 
Members of FGCNYS 
stopped briefly for a 
group picture at the 

October 2019 District 
8 Mee ng and 

Luncheon.  
 

Veterans’ Day Remembrance... 
The Eden Study Group gathers with 
annually with veterans of Newell Faulkner 
Post 880, American Legion to lay a 
ceremonial wreath in observance of 
Veteran’s  Day. This year the lovely wreath 
was placed by Molly McLaughlin, a member 
of the Eden Study Group.  
 

November’s weather can be uncoopera ve,  
so a life size rendering of the outdoor 
plaque was created and mounted on foam 
board. A er  the ceremony the wreath is 
placed outdoors at the foot of the real Blue 
Star Memorial…  A clever solu on.  

Buffalo Magazine, November 2019, featured past 
District Director Adrienne Pasquarelli in an ar cle 
en tled: “Playbook for a Stress-Less Thanksgiving” by 
Kellie Mazur. Adrienne is shown in her kitchen holding 
cards on which she recorded previous years’ guest 
lists, amount of food purchased, and other info to 
ensure no guess mates and a stress free dinner.   

Submi ed by: Michelle Wilson 

Photo:  Dave Jarosz

Centerpiece Right 

Photo:  Eileen Carrier 
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Quality floral products, creative
designs, friendly and 

personalized customer service
These are the trade marks of

 our business
Since 1980

2195 Kensington Ave.
Snyder, NY

In the Snyder Court Plaza
716-839-2033

flowers from...

www. t r i l l i umf l o ra l . c om

Name • Address • Phone • Email • Credentials
Topics/Programs with titles

A review of our Speakers List indicates that a number of our members
present programs to Clubs throughout District VIII, but are not shown
on our Speakers List.  With your help we will correct this situation.
Simply submit the following information and email to Grace Lucas at
glucas1@roadrunner.com or snail-mail to Grace at 236 Belmont
Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14223 by January 31, 2020.

Speaking/Workshop Fee & mileage fee if applicable

NEW SPEAKER INFORMATION:

Please provide the following information
to be included on the speakers list.

Page 18
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Cornerstone Manor
Sandra Patrick, New Chair

*I would be willing to pick up and drop off at

Cornerstone any clothing for men (suits, shoes,

pants, shirts etc for interviews) and they will be

transferred to the Men's Buffalo Mission building.

Thank you to all the garden clubs who have

recently supported this District project.  We have

supplied school uniforms, clothing for women, men*

(see note below), children, table centerpieces for

the holidays along with cookies for their Christmas

Party. A special thank you to Smallwood GC for

planting and taking care of the garden at the entry

of the building; it looked beautiful and many people

had positive comments. We need to continue our

donations. Call Sue Cervi at 854-3899 or Cass

Calhoun to make an appointment to bring in

donations. A list was sent out to the presidents of

District 8.  Please contact Sandra Patrick at 716-662-

2608 if your club would like to make table

arrangements for the Cornerstone Manor; four clubs

are needed to do winter, spring, summer and fall

2020.

Page 19
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FGCNYS awards each District a scholarship for one-week at a NYS
Dept. of Environmental Conservation Summer Camp.  District 8's
recipient of the State's scholarship is Alex Friedman of Lancaster N.Y.
Alex previously attended camp on a District 8 sponsored scholarship.
District 8's application deadline is December 31, so we are hopeful we
will be able to send a second child to camp next summer.

Letters soliciting applicants for District 8's $1000 college
scholarship will be sent to guidance counselors at over 140 schools
shortly after New Year's.  The stipend is available to high school
seniors enrolling in a two or four year college, with a major in
agriculture, botany, conservation, environmental science, Forestry,
Horticulture, Land Management, Landscape Design, Wildlife Science,
or a field related to the above.

Page 20

Scholarship
Report

Catherine Barthel, Chair
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The four outdoor fair gardens are offered first to the clubs that did
them last year: Lancaster GC, Hamburg GC, Evans GC and Hamburg
House & Garden. These clubs need to notify Debbie Braun at 462-
3659 or dlfb2@msn.com (preferred) by February 1st if they would
like to do a garden. Other clubs that are interested in doing one of
these gardens, (if there are openings) please notify Debbie Braun at
the contact information above and you will be put on the wait list.

If you have any questions/concerns, please contact Debbie Braun
at 462-3659 or dlfb2@msn.com (preferred).

It may be winter but we have been busy working on the schedule
for the upcoming Erie County Fair Flower Show. The theme is
“Discover America….from Sea to Shining Sea”. Various places
that are unique to the United States will be reflected in the class titles.
We will have all our popular classes back with some fun new
additions, including a Judges only class. Artistic Crafts will also be
back as they were very popular with our members and the general
public.

Mark your calendars for the sign up date which will be Monday,
April 20th at 10am at the Fair Event Center.

The fair schedule information will be sent out to club Presidents
and placed on the District website early next year. We will notify club
Presidents by email when it is on the website so they can notify their
members.

We look forward to another fantastic Erie County Fair flower show
next August!

by Debbie Braun and Monica Hansen, Fair Superintendents
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When you receive an email from the Director through our
Corresponding Secretary, Dorothy Romanczuk, please send it
on to your members.  Communication is the key to a well-
informed organization.

Send in your club's registration form for the Spring
Meeting/Luncheon by April 1st.

Send to Nancy Kalieta, District Director, and Myretta Zimpfer,
Membership/Circulation Chair, the name, address, phone
number, and email address of your club's 2020-2021 President
by April 1st.

Submit your $8.00 per member State dues and your
membership list to the State Office by April 1st.

Update your club's membership/Figure 8 mailing lists and send
$5.00 per member for a hard copy of the Figure 8 to Myretta
Zimpfer by June 1st.

Please support the great businesses/clubs that purchase ads in
the Figure 8. They help to defray our cost.

CHECKLIST FOR PRESIDENTS

mischlersflorist.com 

118 South Forest Road
Williamsville, NY 14221

716.632.1290

of Over 100 Varieties    Succulents
       Terrarium Plants - Houseplants - Bonsai
Remember Your Valentine February 14th

Like us on
Facebook

March

April

Jan.

Feb. Full Service Florist - Delivery Available

59   PERENNIAL SALE¢ April 24 - May 2

What’s Trending?  Mar. 27 & 28
FREE  Seminars, Specials & More at

Mischler’s OPEN HOUSE  10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily
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East Park GC (President Rose Mary Madejski) Club members will plan the
programs for the new yearbook at the January 14 meeting. A pot luck dinner
will be held on February 11. Linda Blyth will present a program on unusual
and late blooming perennials at the March 10 meeting.

Kenmore GC (Carole Zeiher, President) We start out the year with our
January program "Unusual Annuals to Add Variety to our Gardens" with
master gardener Peggy Koppman.  Education Workshop will make
Valentines for an assisted living facility in the Town.  February brings a
program entitled "Do Flowers Smile?" by Darleen Stray instructing us on
techniques used to photograph flowers.  Installation Luncheon, yearend
review by our Historian and Awards Presentation comes in March at the
Hideaway Grille in NT.  Garden Therapy will do a "Color Green" project
with the residents of Schofield in March.

If your club's activities are not listed, make sure your president is
communicating with the section chair.

Erie I Melissa Marcus, Section Chair
Cinderella Isle GC (President Melissa Marcus) The January 17 meeting
will be a Soup Supper. On February 20, Dorothy Weitz and Dawn McBride
will present a Tick Awareness Program. The March 19 meeting will feature a
presentation by Peggy Koppman on using unusual annuals in the garden.

Erie II Louise Hennings, Section Chair

GC of the Tonawandas (Cathi Ullenbruch, President) In January Linda
Meyer will share tips on the care of house plants. In February we will
continue the project Pearl Steiger began: stuffing and completing therapy
pillows for surgery patients. March will be our Banquet and Installation
dinner.

Club activities for
January, February, March 2020

www.gardenclubsofwny.comJanuary - March 2020
continues on next page

Page 23



Figure 8www.gardenclubsofwny.com

Hamburg GC (President Paula Gober) Meeting 2nd Wednesday Noon
In January, Park Naturalist Matthew Nusstein will share his knowledge
in respect to NYS Forests. A Membership Tea in February features topics
on Horticulture and Conservation. 8th District Director Nancy Kalieta
will present a power point on "Victorian Language of Flowers" in March.

Erie III Dorothy Romanczuk, Section Chair

Eden Garden Study (President Marlene Sullivan) Meeting 2nd
Tuesday- 7:00 p.m.  Only the E-Board meets in January to plan the
upcoming year's events.  In February, Blue Star Memorial and Garden
Club Scrapbooking is the activity. March brings a lecture on Recycling
by EGSC Member Michelle Haag.

Evans GC (President Miriam Oster) Meeting 2nd Tuesday- 7:00 p.m.
January's meeting focuses on "What's Happening in Our Community"
with the Town of Evans Supervisor bringing them up-to-date. "Going
Back to Basic's" with Owner Barb Henry of the Garden Nursery, is all
about making flowers happy with good soil and good lighting. March is
the Annual Meeting and preparing for the May Auction.

Ken-Sheriton GC (Donna Stierheim, President) The club will take the
month of January off to review our successes and failures this year and
spend time looking at catalogs in order to plan for next spring. In
February we will enjoy a program on Hydroponic Gardening by the
Mother Earth Hydroponic Gardening Shop. Our March 10 program will
contain tips on "Forcing Spring Blooms" and "An Easy Way to Start a
New Garden Bed". We will also have our annual reports luncheon and
installation of officers in March.

Hamburg House & Garden (President Nancy Kryszczuk) Meeting 4th
Tuesday- 7:00 p.m.  January finds members looking through garden
catalogs.  February's speaker is Greenhouse Owner Jan Henry talking
about "Inside Look at a Wholesale Greenhouse". "Signs of Spring" for
March meeting features Bonnie Bullivant on "The History of the Erie
Canal".

Forest Stream GC (Joyce Barbalato, President) On January 16 members
will share their favorite garden pictures from near and far on a power
point presentation by Joyce Barbalato, Club President.  On February 20
the club will celebrate with a dinner at My Tomato Pie followed by the
installation of new officers. The March 19th meeting will take place at
Mischler's Greenhouse. Under the direction of Mark Yadon, members
will each plant their own lettuce bowl, as it grows can be enjoyed all
summer long.  Garden therapy at Heathwood will continue through
spring.

Erie IV Lee Schreiner, Section Chair

Around the District, continued from previous page

continues on next page
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Smallwood GC (Joanne Styn, President) January is a quiet time after a
busy Holiday Season.  On Feb.17- Phyllis Lobbins, Cornell Cooperative
Extension affiliated Master Gardener, will demonstrate a method of
starting seeds outdoors

Lancaster GC (Co-Presidents: Mary Ann Gramza & Carol Farrar) No
meeting in January. The next business meeting will be February 12th at
St. John's Lutheran Church Hall in Lancaster. The Program will be
"Romance is in the Air", a Valentine's Day Celebration, a Community
Service Project for Valentine's Day led by club member Milissa
Jurewicz.  Members are asked to bring canned goods for the St. John's
Food Pantry. The date is to be announced for the March meeting, the
hall is not available on Wednesday during Lent.  Installation of new
officers at the Pot Luck Supper, and awards will take place. Each
member is asked to bring a dish to pass for the Pot Luck.

South Towns Gardeners (President: Nancy Pankow) No meeting in
January. The February meeting will be an Herb Presentation given by
club member, Lynn Williams. Andrea Locke, Coordinator of WNY
Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management will be the
speaker at the March meeting.

in winter. Members will be provided with materials to construct and
plant their own mini outdoor greenhouses. On March 21 the Installation
Luncheon will take place at Russell's Steaks, Chops and More.

Erie V Carol Ottaviani, Section Chair

Amherst GC (Eleanor Wolford, President) January 22 is the annual
meeting and election of officers followed by a lunch of homemade
soups.  On February 26 Nancy Kalieta will be speaking to our club about
the Victorian Language of Flowers.  On March 25 Maryann Jumper will
give a presentation on one of her many trips followed by the installation
of officers and lunch.

Bowmansville GC (Executive Board: Adrienne Pasquariello, Judy Visco
& Mary Montoro Biondo) No meeting in January. The next business
meeting will be Feb. 3rd at Bowmansville Fire Hall.  Members will
bring in soups to celebrate Souper Bowl Monday. The program will be
"Hats Off to Spring".  Members will make wall/door decorations.  Extra
decorations will be donated to Elderwood Nursing Home where Garden
Therapy continues monthly.

Cheektowaga GC (Marliese Kothe, President) Plans for the 1st quarter
of 2020 are currently not available.

Around the District, continued from previous page
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Amana GC (Marie Taber, President) It's cold outside, but warm-hearted
members gather in January and February for business meetings. March
enters like a lamb with a Kokadama workshop presented by Connie
Trawinski and Janice Frazer.

Holland Garden GC (Barbara Brant, President) Warding off winter's
chill: on January 18, members gather to brainstorm the theme, designs,
and titles for the 2020 Flower Show. Some of the potential designs for
inclusion will be demonstrated and “judged”.  Club members will be
“Making a Wreath” at the February 19th meeting using their own plant
materials. On March 18, the club celebrates incoming officers during an
Installation Luncheon at the Holland Willows.

Town & Country GC (President Ricki Gormley) No meeting in January.
Plans for the February meeting are still under discussion. Members will
choose flowers to be purchased from Henry's Gardens of Eden.  On
March 12th the program will be "Let's Get Creative" presented by Joy
Sarkesian.  Maria Gerbracht, accredited life judge and master gardener,
will share her expertise with fellow garden club members.

East Aurora GC (Martha Mummery, President) Winter embraces club
members until February 10, when everyone will be “Making Valentine's
Day Arrangements”. March is the reason to celebrate new beginnings
with the installation of incoming President Margaret Morris. A Potluck
Luncheon brings members to the table.

Orchard Park GC (Sandra Patrick, President) Happy New Year! Tom
Anderson, club member, District Mgr. Davey Tree Expert Co., and
International Society of Arboriculture Certified Arborist ushers in a New
Year with a PowerPoint presentation addressing local concerns re:
invasive species, common landscape problems, and basic tree care. In
February, Barb Henry, owner Henry's Nursery, lovingly addresses
“Garden Design” and the advantages of designing and buying plants
locally.  Spring ushers in new officers during the March Installation
Luncheon at the Columns.

Erie VI Carol Jo Pope, Section Chair

Williamsville GC (President Gloria Gannon) Sadly, all good things must
come to an end. The history of Williamsville Garden Club, written by
Gloria, will be printed in the April, May, June issue of Figure 8.

Countryside GC (Debbie Saelzler, President) Members are on winter
break for January and February… but send wishes to keep warm and
have a Happy Valentine's Day. Club gathers in March for the Installation
of Officers.

Around the District, continued from previous page

continues on next page
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Chautauqua Cecilia Bingham, Section Chair

Niagara I Barbara Stafford, Section Chair

Lewiston GC (President Marianne Gittermann) The January program will
be a workshop on Floral Design. Ten club members will each create their
own unique design using the same components.  In February, Colleen
Gaskill, CNLP, a landscape design specialist for Adams Nursery, will speak
on “Growing in Full Sun.” In March members will gather for the annual
installation of officers.

Bud N' Bloom GC (Penny Deakin, President) On January 8, a Planning
meeting will be held at President Deakin's home, with brunch served at
10:30. Members will meet at the WCA Home in Fredonia on February 12 to
create Valentine table decorations for the residents. On March 11, members
will meet at the home of Judy Kawski for a demonstration of Moss Ball
decorations. Members also start in March to plant succulents in handmade
planters in anticipation of a Mother's Day sale.

Youngstown GC (President Joan Gillespie) January's meeting will be
devoted to planning programs and committees for the 2020-2021 year as
well as planning the club's winter fundraiser. In February the club will meet
at member Sue Congi 's home for a garden-to-table dinner prepared by Chef
Cathy Pasquantino of the Village Diner. March brings Youngstown's annual
dinner and installation of officers.

Fredonia GC (Beverly Smith, President) On January 14 and 21 members
will meet at the home of Rosemary Mancuso for yearbook planning. No
meeting is planned for February. On March 10, members will meet at the
home of member Brenda Antolini where the program will be spring
preparations.

Jamestown GC (Patty Idzik, President) No meeting is planned for January.
On February 5, members will meet at the Roger Tory Peterson Museum at
1:00 p.m. to hear a lecture by Jamestown Arborist Dan Stone. On March 6,
members will meet at the Gloria Dei Lutheran Church at 10:00 a.m. to travel
to the Buffalo Convention Center for the Home and Garden Show.

Around the District, continued from previous page

Yearbooks
Kathy Massing, Chair

For any questions email her at
kathysgarden155@gmail.com (716) 689-2084.or call

May 1st is the deadline to get 4 copies of your
club yearbook submitted to Kathy Massing at

108 Hickory Hill Rd. Apt B.; Williamsville NY 14221-2540.
Check the district website for information.
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Pledge of Allegiance – was led by Barbara Brant

Recording Secretary - Carol Hasselback asked if there were any additions or
corrections to the minutes, taken at the July district meeting, as printed in the
Figure 8. There being none, the minutes of that meeting were approved.

First Assistant Director – Dorothy Julius had no formal report, but asked for
support of raffles and vendors.

Corresponding Secretary – Dorothy Romanczuk- no report

Committee Reports:

Call to Order – Nancy Kalieta called the meeting to order at 10:07 A.M.

FGCNYS - DISTRICT 8
MINUTES OF THE FALL MEETING
OCTOBER 10, 2019 AT 10:00 A.M.

THE COLUMNS BANQUETS, ELMA, NY

Blessing – was given by Diana Szczepanski

Officer Reports:

Nancy welcomed the following guests: Former State President – Phyllis
Besch, Former District VIII Directors – Debbie Braun, Adrienne Pasquariello,
Babbidean Urban Huber, and Marcia Becker

Treasurer – Debbie Adams reported that the Northwest Checking Account
balance as of 10/11/19 is $18,235.47 and the Northwest Business Savings
Account balance as of the same date is $2,897.82 for a total of all funds of
$21,133.29. The report was approved as read.

Second Assistant Director- Grace Lucas reported everything is in order for
today's meeting and luncheon.

Third Assistant Director – Annette Kuhn reported awards need to be in by
December 31.

District Director – Nancy Kalieta feels that communication is the most
important part of our district.  Information is being dispersed via emails to
every club. The information table at the meetings should also be visited.  She
encouraged clubs to fill out applications for awards.  Increasing membership is
a goal of ours, as well as of the FGCNYS.  Information has been forwarded to
clubs regarding scholarships.  Please read the Figure 8 and the emails being
sent. Our website is also used for information, so please update your club
information. Send the Information for your club to Sue Loughran, Website
Manager, at sjloughran@hotmail.com.
Section Chair Coordinator: – Dorothy Julius introduced section chairs and
they, in turn, introduced Club Presidents.

Scholarships/DEC Camp – Catherine Barthel asked members to encourage
students to apply for the scholarships we offer. There are scholarships
available at the District and State levels.

continues on next page
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Meeting Minutes, continued from previous page

TR Site – Judy Cavagnaro gave timely information regarding the Victorian
Christmas decorating of the TR site. The de-decorating days will be Thursday,
January 2 and Friday, January 3, 2020. Please don't hesitate to contact Lenora,
Adrienne, or Judy with your questions.

Life Member - Marilee Farry reported that the Life Member luncheon this
year has been cancelled. There will be a luncheon this spring.  Information
will follow.

The next meeting will be Thursday, February 13, 2020 at 10:00am at the
Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens Administration Building.

Awards:

Figure 8 – Linda Blyth- announced the deadline for the winter issue is
December 1st and reminded that Carol Jo Pope is always ready to receive
photos of your club activities; just make sure to include the 5W's: what,
where, when, why and who. If you have any suggestions for future issues,
please let Linda know.

World Gardening – Sharon Low reported that from January 2018 to January
2019 a total of $950 was donated by 15 clubs and 1 individual. In addition to
“Water for South Sudan,” a second world gardening project in the United
States has been added, called “Dig Deep Navajo Water Project.” If clubs wish
to donate to both organizations, separate checks must be made out.

Honor Roll Chair, Terry Skura explained that in addition to Honor Roll
money, she also accepts application for club grants.  She encouraged members
to apply for this grant money.

Erie County Fair – Debbie Braun - Thanked all participants in the Erie
County Fair Flower Show this year. A special thank you to our Flower Show
committee, Nancy Kalieta, Jeannie Burke, and Monica Hansen. They are
already working on next year's show. Club Presidents should watch for
information to be sent in January.

National Awards – Annette Kuhn presented NGC awards to Holland Garden
Club for their Standard Flower Show and Ken-Sheriton Garden Club for their
newsletter. She then presented FGCNYS Awards. World Gardening Club
Citations were given by Sharon Low. District 8 Yearbook Awards were
presented by Kathy Massing. Floral Arts Studio Participants were recognized
by Mary Brummer

Field trips – Grace Lucas reported information regarding the upcoming trip to
the Philadelphia Flower Show.  November 8 is the deadline for reservations
and February 1 is the deadline for the balance of your money. Please include
the reservation form from the Figure 8.

Wreaths - Barbara Brant encouraged everyone to purchase wreaths for our
district.

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Debbie Braun and seconded by
Terry Skura. The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 A.M.

Minutes respectfully submitted by,
Carol Hasselback, Recording Secretary
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FGCNYS Life Members
Marilee Farry, Chairman

We are always looking for new Life Members.  A onetime
donation of $100.00 to the FGCNYS Scholarship Fund is the only
requisite.  Plus, there are many benefits and lots of fun; you will
be honored at the induction with a Life Member pin, have
special seating at district dinners and large discounts for classes
and certain district 8 and State functions.

The Life Member luncheon will be at the 20th Century Club in
Buffalo.  The tentative date is May 21, 2020; I am hoping that the
end of May will be a reasonable time. The cost of lunch would
be approximately $26.00 per person.  The garden at the 20th
Century Club should be in bloom by then and hopefully the
temperature will be warm. Please let me know if you are
planning to attend.

KKKiidddd’’’sss DDDDaaaayyyKiKidid’s Dayay   JJJanuary 20 yyyy - JaJaanunuauaaryry 20 
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LumaginationLLuumamaagigiinatatitioioon - JJJJJJJaaaaaannnuuuuaaaaaaarrrrryyyyyy 22222225555555  - FFFFFFFeeeeeebbbbbbbrrrrruuuuaaaryyy 2229 - JaJaanunuauaaryry 2525 - FeFeebbrruauaaryry 2929
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April 1 Registration due for District
Spring Meeting/Luncheon

February 1 Balance due for
Philadelphia Flower Show trip

April 16 District VIII Spring Meeting/Luncheon
(see ad in this issue)

March 25-26 Landscape Design School, Course 3,
Rochester, NY

February 13 District VIII Winter Meeting
(see article in this issue)

March 19-22 Plantasia - Hamburg Fairgrounds
(see schedule in this issue)

Mary Brummer and Judges Council for running another
successful Floral Arts Studio. This is a great way for us to
learn.

Judges Council for their excellent, educational, and
entertaining program at the October meeting/luncheon.
Great job, ladies!

Diana Szczepanski for ordering and distributing the Vision
of Beauty Calendars. The calendar is not only practical but
attractive.

Barbara Brant for organizing another successful Wreath
Sale. Well done!

TIP of the HAT

with THANKS & APPRECIATION
From Nancy Kalieta to:

�

�

�

�

Page 31



5
4

1
0

 R
o

b
e
rt

s
 R

o
a
d

E
IG

H
T

H
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 F

G
C

N
Y

S

H
a
m

b
u

rg
, 
N

Y
 1

4
0

7
5

N
o

n
-P

ro
�
t 

O
rg

.

U
.S

. 
P

O
S

T
A

G
E

P
A

ID

B
u

ff
a
lo

, 
N

.Y
.

P
e
rm

it
 N

o
. 
2

9
8

3


